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ELECTION '76: THE CARTER P'tENOHENON 
ANNCR: 

TWO EVENTS IN THE PAST FE!! DAYS HAVE BROUGHT FIFTY-OHE- 
YEAR-OLD JIMIY CARTER A LOT CLOSER TO THE DENOCRATIC PARTY'S 
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION: THE FIRST, HIS OVERYHELMING VICTORY 
Til THE PENHSYLVANIA PRIMARY, TH OTHER, HURERT HUMPHREY'S 
DECISION NOT TO BECONE Ad ACDIVE CANDIDATE. CHARLES 
MEDD TAKES A LOOK AT THE REMARKABLE CARTER CAMPAIGN. 

VOICE: 

UNTIL A FSi! iiOHTHS AGO, ONLY A HAMDFUL OF AMERICAIIS HAD 
EVER HEARD OF PLAIIS, GEORGIA, A!) ONLY A FE! MORE COLD 
RECOGNIZE THE NAME OF ITS eEST-K™OWN INHAPSITANT, 3UT TODAY 
THE TINY HAMLET OF PLAINS -- POPULATION: LESS THAN SEVEN 
HUNDRED -- IS NATIOUAL HEADSUARTERS FOR ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING 
POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS IN RECF.:T MEMORY, A''ID ITS NUMBER ONE CITIZEN, 
MHO GROWS PEANUTS SIX DAYS A WEEK A‘!D TEACHES SUNDAY SCHOOL THE 
SEVENTH, MAY VELL RE THE NEXT PRESIDEHT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JIMMY CARTER IS STILL A LONG WAY FPONM GRASPING HIS PARTY'S 
NOMINATION, AND EVEI! FURTHER FROM THE WiITC HOUSE, BUT HE 
HAS COME SO FAR, SO FAST, NO O'2 IS SURE JUST WHERE OR 
HEN THE CARTER BANDUAGOM WILL STOP. 

AT FIRST, HE WAS UNIVERSALLY DIS'ISSED AS AN AMBITIOUS 
YOUNG SOUTHERHER WHO AT BEST WOULD CHALLENGE ALABAIA'S GEORGE 
WALLACE FOR REGIONAL SUPPORT Ai:D, IF SUCCESSFUL, MIGHT 
QUALIFY AS A VICE PRESIDENTIAL CAIDIDATE. BUT WHEN THE FORHER 
GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA NOT ONLY STOPPED ‘JALLACE IN THE SOUTH 
AWD THEH GAVE THE SAME TREATHSHT TO OTHER DEMOCRATS IN THE NORTH, 
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THESE SAME EXPERTS BEGAN TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT JIMMY CARTER. 

WHAT THEY FOUI!ID WAS A HIGHLY SXILLED AND SELF-COlFIOENT 
POLITICIAN WHO TWO YEARS ASO EXAHINED THE FIFLO OF PARTY 
CONTENDERS AND SAID TO HIMSELF, WHY NOT ME, ‘WHILE NO O/'E WAS 
WATCHING, MISTER CARTER BEGA!! PUTTING TOGETHER A SMALL BUT 
COMPETENT CAMPAIGH ORGAYIZATIOF AND A STRATEGY FOR RUNNING 
Ti! VIRTUALLY EVERY CO.iITEST FOR COrVENTION) DELEGATES. FOR A 
POLITICAL UNKNOWN, THAT STRATECY WAS VITAL TO CARTER'S HOPES OF 
GAINING NATIONAL RECOGHITION, A'ID REPEATED SUCCESS SOOH TOOK 
CARE OF THE RECOCHITION FACTOR, 

BuT SUCCESS, OF COUPSL, CEPENDED LESS O!! STRATEGY THAN 
ON THE CARTER IMAGE AND HIS HESSAG®, AT A TIE “HEN VOTERS 
WERE TURING THEIR BACKS O8 THE EVERY-DAY POLITICIAN AND HIS 
COHSTANT FLOt! OCF PROMISES, CASTER'S FRESH FACE AND 
HIS QUICK REFUSAL TO PROMISE EVERYTHING TO EVERY:ODY EARNED 
HIM INSTANT ATTENTION. AUD \ILE HIS RIVALS COMPLAINED THAT 
CARTER LACKED SPECIFIC ANSYERS, THE VOTERS APPLAUDED ItIS 
CANDOR. 

On THE BROADER ISSUES, JIMMY CARTER SOUNDS LIKE A MNIODLE- 
OF-THE-ROAD DENOCRAT. HF FAVORS DETENTE AND BELIEVES THIS COUNTRY 
CAN MAINTAIN ITS MILITARY DEFENSE SYSTE!! WITH MORE EFFICIENCY 
AND LESS MONEY. HE ALSO BACKS HIS PARTY'S TRADITIONAL COMMITMENT 
TO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE ALTHOUGH HE DOUBTS THEY CAM 
BE ACHIEVED BY GOVERIISENT H'TERVENTION ALONE, 

WHAT IS PERHAPS MOST DIFFERENT ALOUT THIS POLITICAL 
OUTSIDER IS FOUND IN HIS BASIC CAMPAIG! THENE -- THAT THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE A GOVESMHEHT THAT IS AS HONEST AND 
DECENT AS THEY THEMSELVES ARC, FROM ANOTHER POLITICIAN, 


SUCH WORDS \VOULD SOUND SIMPLISTIC AND PIOUS, FROM JIMiY CARTER, 
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THEY HAVE FOR AHY AGERICA'S A RING OF AUTHENTICITY. FOR 
lif THE EYES OF ONE SEASOHED REFORTER, TIS MATION IS 
SUFFERING LESS FRO POLITICAL CRISIS THAI! A SPIRITUAL 
CRISIS, AD JIMMY CARTE -- THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER FROM 
PLATS, GEORGIA -- IS THE O'i= CAMDIDATE ‘810 SEEMS TO UNDERSTAND. 


L/kCS 


